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Early Warning Phase Classification 

Livelihood Zone Warning 
Stage 

Trend 

Mixed Farming: Food 
Crops/Livestock 

Alert Deteriorating 

Mixed Farming: Food 
Crops/Horticulture/Dairy 

Alert Improving 

Mixed Farming: Irrigated 
Cropping/ 
Livestock/Food Crops 

Normal Stable 

Casual Waged Labour: 
Sisal Farms 

Alert Deteriorating 

National Park Alert Deteriorating 

Trade/Business Normal Stable 

County Alert 
 

Deteriorating 

 
Biophysical Indicators Value Normal 

% of average rainfall (Apr-
Sept) 

48.3 80-120% 

VCI-3month 36.59 35-50 

State of Water Sources 4-5 8 

 
Production indicators Value Normal 

Livestock Migration Pattern Normal Normal 

Livestock Body Conditions 4 3-5 

Milk Production  27.96 13.33-36.01 

Livestock deaths (for 
drought) 

None No death 

Crops area planted (%) - 80% of LTA 

 
Access Indicators Value Normal 

Terms of Trade (ToT) 0.28 0.26 - 0.76 

Milk Consumption 14.48 9.00 - 21.80 

Water for Households 6 1 - 9 

 

Utilization indicators Value Normal 

MUAC 2.9 0.00 - 3.80 

Coping Strategy Index 
(CSI) 

0.7 0.50 - 1.02 

   

   

   

Current Drought 
Risk 

 
Low 

          
Medium 

 
High 

                                      ▲  

Current drought risk is at the medium level though sliding towards high drought risk due to decreased food stocks at 
household level and increased food stuff prices. The county food security situation remains in a stressed phase. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

OCTOBER EW PHASE 

Drought Situation & EW Phase Classification 

Biophysical Indicators 

 The percentage of average rainfall is 48.3% below normal 
range of 80 – 120% indicating a deteriorating condition. 

 Moderate rainfall data was recorded in the month of under 
review. 

 Vegetation condition remained within the normal range as 
evidenced by the VCI-36.59. 

 The water situation is improving in hill masses and 
deteriorating in lowlands areas.  

 
Socio Economic Indicators (Impact Indicators) 

 The condition of Pasture and browse is fair but improving due 
to onset of short rains. 

 Current livestock body condition is good to fair attributed to 
pasture gradual regeneration and reducing trekking distances 
to water sources. 

 No major livestock diseases were reported in the month under 
review. 

 Milk production has slightly increased to 27.96 litres which is 
within the normal range of 13.33 – 36.01 litres. However, trend 
is expected to decrease due to deterioration livestock body 
conditions. 

 The utilization indicators are within normal range. MUAC 
remained at 2.9 and CSI at 0.7. 
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A BIO-PHYSICAL INDICATORS 
 

1. MEASURING DROUGHT HAZARD 
 
1.1 METEOROLOGICAL DROUGHT 
 
1.1.1 Actual Rainfall 

- Taveta Sub County areas of Mata and Eldoro receive moderate rainfall. Njukini received 
6.3mm and 22.0mm on 12

th
 and 31

st
 respectively. 

- Voi Sub County areas of Teri recorded 14.2mm on 7
th
. 

- Wundanyi Sub County areas Lushangonyi recorded 14.6mm and 12.2mm on 3
rd

 and 7
th
 

respectively, Mwarungu recorded 12.0mm and 2.8mm on 12
th
 and 16

th
 respectively. 

- Mwatate Sub County areas of Mwachawaza recorded 14.5 mm and 2.0mm on 7
th
. 

- Compared to the Long Term Mean the trend is normal. 
 

1.1.2 Amount of Rainfall and Spatial Distribution 
 

- In the month under review, the county hill masses received Moderate rains while no rains were 
experienced in different parts of the lowlands. 

 
1.1.3 Temporal Distribution 
 

- Only high temperatures prevailed through out the month. 
 
1.1.4 Rainfall Station Data 
 

- Eldoro, Njukini, Mwachawaza, Teri, Mwarungu and Lushangonyi stations received rainfall this 

month. 

 
1.2 AGRICULTURAL DROUGHT 

1.2.1     VEGETATION CONDITION INDEX (VCI) 

1.2.2 Field Observations (Pasture and Browse Conditions) 
 

Pasture 

- Generally the county pasture and natural vegetation condition is fair to poor. Herders have 

headed to the national park in search of pasture. 

- The hill masses continue to possess green forest vegetation cover. 

- Compared to the previous month the condition of pasture has deteriorated due to prevailing 

high temperatures. 

Browse 

- Condition of browse is fair in the county. 

- Compared to the previous month the condition of browse has greatly deteriorated. 
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NB: Although the diagrams above show normal conditions in terms of VCI, the situation on the ground differs. This 
could be attributed to satellite images capturing the forest cover and vegetation mainly situated on the hill masses of 
the county. 

 

1.3  HYDROLOGICAL DROUGHT 

1.3.1  Water Resource 
State of Water Sources 

- The main water sources for both human and livestock use in the county include piped water 

schemes, dams/pans, shallow wells, boreholes, rivers and springs. 

- Most water sources in the lowlands have dwindled due to high temperatures being experienced 

mainly in the lowlands of the county. 

- Compared to the previous month, most households used natural rivers, tap water, shallow 

wells and springs as their main sources of water. 

- Compared to the previous month, time taken to fetch water by household members decreased 

to 1.27 hours from 1.44 hours. 

 

B SOCIO-ECONOMIC INDICATORS 
2.0 PRODUCTION INDICATORS 

2.1    Livestock production 

2.1.1 Livestock Ownership 
 

- The current Tropical Livestock Units (TLUs) is three to five in both the mixed farming: 

horticulture/ dairy and mixed farming: food crops/ livestock livelihood zones which is normal. 

For poor income households, TLUs is 2 to 3 while for middle income households it is 6 to 7. 

 
2.1.2 Livestock Migration Patterns 
 

- There were few cases of in-migration especially in Miasenyi area where animals (camels) were 

migrating from North Eastern into the county ranches. 
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2.1.3 Livestock Body Condition 
 

- Body condition for all livestock categories in the county is fair to good. 

- Distances to grazing areas have slightly decreased to 3.21 km from 3.50 km recorded in the 

previous month. This is due to regeneration of pasture and browse. Also, distances to livestock 

watering points have slightly decreased. 

 

2.1.4 Livestock Diseases 
 

- There were no major cases of livestock diseases reported. 
 

2.1.5 Milk Production 

 

- In the month under review total milk production increased to 9,289 litres from 7,864 litres for 
the sampled household. 

- Mixed farming: horticulture/food crops/dairy livelihood zone registered 50.1% situated on the 
hill masses, mixed farming: food crops/livestock livelihood zone 47.6% and casual waged 
labour: sisal 2.3% found in the rain fed lowlands. 

- Average milk price per litre at household level is Ksh 48.20. 
 
2.1.6     Livestock deaths 
 

- No livestock deaths were reported in the period under review. 

 

2.2      Rain fed Crop Production 

2.2.1 Date of Planting and Area planted 

 
- In all livelihood zones most farmers are busy planting and some weeding. 

 
2.2.2 Stage and Condition of food Crops 

 
- In all livelihood zones most crops are at the germination stage. 
 

2.2.3 Harvest 
 

- There is no harvest at this time of the year. 
 

C ACCESS INDICATORS 
3.1   Livestock Prices 

3.1.1 Cattle Prices 
 

- Average cattle price has slightly increased to Kshs 17,150 during the month under review. 
- The prevailing high price is attributed to good to better livestock body condition. However, price 

is expected to increase due to availability of pasture and water. 
- Compared to the long term mean, the average price is higher by Ksh 6,528. 
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3.1.2 Goat Prices 
 

- Average goat price has slightly increased to Kshs 3,700. 
- Compared to long term mean, the average price is higher by Ksh 1,796 during the month under 

review. 
 

 
 

3.2  PRICE OF CEREALS AND OTHER FOOD PRODUCTS 

3.2 Crop prices 
3.2.1. Maize prices 

 
- Compared to the previous month, average price of maize per kg at household level is at Kshs 

39.8 
- Lowest prices were recorded in mixed farming: irrigated cropping/livestock livelihood zone, 

Challa, Njukini and Eldoro in Taveta Sub County at Ksh. 35.00 to Ksh 40.00 due to incoming 
maize from Republic of Tanzania. 

- Highest price was recorded in mixed farming: food crops/livestock livelihood zone, Mwakajo, 
Wongonyi, Teri, Mwachawaza and Rukanga at Ksh 40.00 to Ksh 45.00 in Voi and Mwatate 
Sub Counties. 

- Compared to the long term mean the price is higher and the trend is normal for this time of the 
year. 

 

 
 
3.2.2 Beans 
 

- Compared to the previous month, average price of beans per kg at household level has slightly 
decreased  to Kshs 91.8 

- Lowest prices were recorded in mixed farming: irrigated cropping/livestock/food crops 
livelihood zone; Challa and Njukini at Kshs 70 to 80 due to incoming beans from the Republic 
of Tanzania, while high prices in the mixed farming: food crops/livestock livelihood zone 
Lushangonyi, Mwakajo, Mwachawaza, Rukanga and Teri at Kshs 100 to 110. 

- Compared to the long term mean the trend of bean prices is normal but the price is higher for 
this time of the year. 
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3.3 Access to Food and Water 
3.3.1 Food Consumption 
 

- Markets remain the major source of food items though at high prices. 
- Milk availability in all livelihood zones impact positively on food security. 
- High Impact Nutritional Interventions in the county continues to improve nutrition status of 

children less than five years in the county.  
 
 
 

3.3.2 Availability of milk for household consumption 
 

- In the month under review, the average milk consumption per household amounted to 
approximately 1.1 litres, which is within the normal range for this period. 

 
3.3.3  Availability of water for household consumption 

 
- Water for household use is available at the springs, rivers, water pans and tap water.  

 

D UTILISATION INDICATORS 
 
4.1 Health and Nutrition Status 
4.1.1 MUAC 

Malnutrition 

- Based on the Mid Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) measurement, the nutrition status of 
children below five years percentage of those rated as being at risk of malnutrition remained at 
2.9. 

- Out of 1,456 children under-five sampled in 15 sentinel sites, 11 were found with MUAC less 
than 135 mm. 

 

5.0   Current Intervention Measures (Action) 

 
5.1 Non-food interventions 

- El Nino contingency plan has been developed to commence implementation in the month of 
October. 

- Construction of Taveta - Mwatate road and Standard Gauge Railway is ongoing. 
 

5.2 Food Interventions 

- Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO 200736) is underway, targeting 6,890 
households - Implemented by the lead agency-World Vision in collaboration with World Food 
Program and the Government of Kenya. 

 

6. Emerging Issues 
 
6.1 Insecurity/Conflict/Human Displacement 

- An alert has been issued by Meteorological department that the county will experience El Nino 
rains for the short rain season. 
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- Early preparations must be undertaken to avoid displacement of human and destruction of 
properties. 

- No insecurity or conflict was reported in the month under review. 
 

6.2 Migration 

- No major human in or out migration has been reported. 
 
6.3 Food Security Prognosis. 

- The county food security situation remains in a stressed phase mainly in the rain fed lowlands. 

- Inadequate rains received in the previous seasons have resulted to depleted stocks mainly in 
the rain fed lowlands. 

- Cereals and pulses are available in the markets though at high prices. 

- Pasture and browse is in good condition in both quality and quantity, expected to cater for 
livestock for the next one to two months. 

- Major water sources have dwindled though expected to recharge with short rains season. 
 

7. Recommendations 
 

Multi-sectoral 

- The County El Nino Contingency Planning Task Force to activate the Pre El Nino contingency 
plan in order to enhance resilience of the community. 

- Households residing in areas prone to floods should move to safer areas. 
 

Agriculture and Livestock Sector 
 

- Sensitize farmers to expand plantation area in order to take advantage of the enhanced rains 
and encourage use of certified seeds. 

- Farmers cultivating on flush floods prone areas to halt all farming activities to avoid losses. 

- The Livestock department to sensitize farmers on pasture and hay conservation. 
 
Water Sector 

- Desilt existing water pans to increase their capacity 

- Learning and health institutions to undertake roof water harvesting and purchase more PVC 
water tanks 


